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CORRECTION: C hristy T sa n g ’s tirst nam e was m isspelled in an earlier version o f this
release.

Contact: C hristy T sang, president, International Student A ssociation, 829-1679,
tsang@ selw ay.um t.edu; M ona M ondava, festival coordinator, Foreign Student and Scholar
Services, 243-6059, m ondava@ selw ay.um t.edu.
UM INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL PRESENTS A TASTE OF THE WORLD
MISSOULA-H e re ’s your chance to travel around the w orld w ithout ever leaving M issoula.
T he annual International Food and C ulture Festival at The U niversity o f M ontana will
offer a taste o f everything from Japanese sushi and N orw egian lefse to A frican dance and
Bosnian folk songs.
This y e a r’s event, "Taste 2000 -- A Once in a Lifetim e E xperience," will take place
Sunday, A pril 9, from 1 to 6 p .m . in the U niversity C enter. T here is no charge for adm ission,
although a $1 donation is appreciated.
M ore than 40 countries will be represented at the festival, which is organized by U M ’s
International Student A ssociation. A ccording to ISA President Christy T sang, at least h alf o f
the o rganization’s 370 international students take part in the festival.
'I t ’s really am azing how diverse our group is," said Tsang, who is from H ong Kong.
"The festival is an opportunity for us to share our cultures with the U niversity and M issoula
com m unity. Everyone w ho is participating is really excited about it."
Local ethnic organizations such as the Celtic D ragon Pipe Band, La Raza U nida and the
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Elenita Brown D ance Com pany also will participate.
The festival kicks o ff at 1 p.m . with a b rief cerem ony and parade in the U C , followed
by the opening o f the food booths, inform ational booths, culture show and C h ild ren ’s W orld.
A pproxim ately 20 food booths will feature favorite recipes o f students from all over the
w orld, including beef em panadas from A rgentina, dum plings from T ibet, tacos from M exico,
curried b e e f from M alaysia, chicken in peanut sauce from T hailand, and cherry cake and apple
tart from G erm any. Booths will be located in the U C atrium , and dishes are priced at 50 cents
to $4. F ood goes fast, so hungry guests are advised to show up early.
T he culture show w ill offer nearly two dozen traditional and contem porary
perform ances throughout the day on the U C Com m ons stage, including traditional dances from
M exico, T hailand, A frica, Scotland and Scandinavia. Perform ances from Japan will include a
tea cerem ony, fashion show and vaudeville perform ance.
C h ild ren ’s W orld offers sim ilar events and activities designed especially for kids, such
as a M alaysian shadow -puppet play, sum o w restling and origam i (Japanese paper-folding).
Inform ational booths will present literature, maps and photographs on individual
countries, m aking the festival perfect for those planning their dream vacation.
A ccording to G erm an exchange student and ISA program director Alex G uide, the
festival offers a unique opportunity to explore many different countries in one day.
"W hat we do is bring the w orld to your doorstep," Guide said. "It’s all about w idening
o n e’s horizons."
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